Molecular biology of phospholipid transfer protein.
Lipid transfer proteins play an essential role in the intravascular dynamics of lipids among lipoproteins and between lipoproteins and cell membranes. Phospholipid transfer protein has been known for over a decade but, unlike cholesteryl ester transfer protein, has been investigated relatively little with regard to its physiological importance. The recent determination of the phospholipid transfer protein complementary DNA sequence as well as the further characterization of its gene structure will direct future studies toward the understanding of its structure-function correlations, physiological regulation, and clinical assessment at the molecular level. As a member of the lipid-transfer lipopolysaccharide-binding protein gene family, phospholipid transfer protein will attract investigators to studying its possible involvement in lipopolysaccharide or endotoxin interactions in addition to its phospholipid transfer activity.